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Abstract of JP10335688 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
method of dividing a substrate into unit 
photovoltaic devices restraining a short circuit 
from occurring between an upper and a lower 
electrode and burrs from occurring at shear 
planes in a photovoltaic device manufacturing 
method which comprises a process where a 
device of large area is divided. SOLUTION: A 
photovoltaic device equipped with a 
semiconductor layer and an upper electrode 
formed on a substrate 301 with a conductive 
surface is divided into unit photovolatic devices 
through this method. At this point, an insulating 
mateal 302 is interposed between the 
semiconductor layer and the upper electrode 
which are divided, the upper electrode and the 
substrate 301 where the semiconductor layer 
is formed are pinched between a set of rigid 
edges, one of the rigid edges has a cutting 
edge of acute angle, and the upper electrode 
and the substrate 301 are divided by applying 
a shearing force to them. 
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